
KEY FIGURES OF QUALITY MANAGEMENT 
AND EVALUATION IN FINNISH EARLY 
CHILDHOOD EDUCATION AND CARE

Statistics on the use of Valssi quality evaluation system in 2024 
Valssi is a quality evaluation system for early childhood education and care 

(ECEC) in Finland. The system is designed to support ECEC organisers and private 
service providers in their quality management. Valssi can be used to collect 

evaluation data, to obtain evaluation reports, to produce evaluation summaries 
of ECEC centres, and to produce organiser’s statutory evaluation results.

Finnish Education Evaluation Center FINEEC is responsible for maintaining and 
developing the system. FINEEC publishes annual key figures on quality management 

and evaluation in ECEC, as well as statistics on the use of the Valssi system.

VALSSI IN SUPPORTING QUALITY MANAGEMENT  
OF ECEC ORGANISERS
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Evaluations conducted with Valssi have been usefull for us

Valssi is used as a part of ECEC 
quality management 

In 63 % of Mainland Finland’s 
municipalities

In 185 municipalities

and in 76 private ECEC  
centres or chains.

Regions Use of Valssi
1 Uusimaa 20/26 (77 %)
2 Varsinais-Suomi 18/27 (67 %)
4 Satakunta 8/16 (50 %)
5 Kanta-Häme 7/11 (64 %)
6 Pirkanmaa 20/23 (87 %)
7 Päijät-Häme 9/10 (90 %)
8 Kymenlaakso 3/6 (50 %)
9 Etelä-Karjala 5/9 (56 %)
10 Etelä-Savo 5/12 (42 %)
11 Pohjois-Savo 13/19 (68 %)
12 Pohjois-Karjala 9/13 (69 %)
13 Keski-Suomi 11/22 (50 %)
14 Etelä-Pohjanmaa 11/18 (61 %)
15 Pohjanmaa 12/14 (86 %)
16 Keski-Pohjanmaa 3/8 (38 %)
17 Pohjois-Pohjanmaa 14/30 (47 %)
18 Kainuu 4/8 (50 %)
19 Lappi 13/21 (62 %)
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USER STATISTICS 
Number of users

494 municipal Main users

143 private provider Main users

3068 evaluation Implementers, most of whom are heads of ECEC centres

21851 system logins (During 30.11.2023–31.5.2024)

7384942
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EVALUATIONS CARRIED OUT WITH VALSSI 
In total, 27 evaluation tools are available in Valssi. 18 of these are tools for evaluating 

process factors and 9 tools for evaluating structural factors of ECEC quality.
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Evaluation tools cover topical and important themes
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”Evaluation tools 
provide ready-

to-use material to 
support the pedagogical 
discussions. With these 
tools, we have found 
areas for development 
and everyone’s knowledge 
has been strengthened. 
The knowledge about the 
needs for improvement 
have also increased at a 
conceptual level.

The most common themes for evaluation: 
(The number of ECEC centers)

1.	Sensitive interaction and different ways of expression (324)

2.	Play (317)

3.	Peer interaction, community togetherness and group 
atmosphere (193)

4.	Support for the child (170)

5.	Physical learning environment (144)



Valssi data collections have been most frequently started in 
September and October 2023 and in January 2024.

A total of 836 responses have been received for the evaluation of 
structures from ECEC management, centre heads, and experts. 

The staff have mainly evaluated the process factors of ECEC quality.
Evaluation tools have been used in 1661 ECEC centres, 

with a total of 17080 responses from the staff.
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Information generated by the centre's evaluation discussions supports 
the development of activities
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Evaluation summaries of ECEC centres enhance the planning of development actions

A total of 1144 evaluation summaries of ECEC centres and 134 organisers’ 
statutory evaluation results have been drawn up with the Valssi system.
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Evaluation process was easy to conduct
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Benefits of conducting evaluations with Valssi outweigh 
the time and resources invested

Staff

Management

% of respondents
Strongly disagree Somewhat disagree Neither disagree nor agree Somewhat agree Strongly agree 

FINEEC collected feedback from the municipalities and private providers 

who have not registered as Valssi users. 95 responses were received, 

of which 51 % were from municipalities and 49 % from private providers.

68 % of municipalities and 35 % of private providers

plan to start using Valssi between 2024 and 2025.

The most common reasons not using Valssi are lack of time

(50 %) and lack of human resources (36 %).

”It took some time to get the overall picture of the evaluation process 
and to understand how the areas for improvement relate to other 

development aspects. Now, after a year of brainstorming, the local evaluation 
process has taken its shape and we are ready to move forward. Special thanks 
to the skilled developers of Valssi, and for the time and effort that has been 
put into creating the system. It was great that the system was actually ready 
when we started using it. Often systems are incomplete when they are put 
into operation.

The data for this statistic was compiled from 1.8.2023–31.5.2024 
from the Valssi database.

The feedback survey was carried out in April 2024 and was responded by 2497 
ECEC staff members, and 408 management representatives, i.e., the Main users and 

Implementers of Valssi. Responses were received from 85 municipalities.

Contact information

Valssi customer service
valssi@karvi.fi

Janniina Vlasov
janniina.vlasov@karvi.fi

Tuomas Sarkkinen
tuomas.sarkkinen@karvi.fi

www.karvi.fi/varhaiskasvatus


