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‘ﬁ. T’S IN THE LAW

“The task of universities is to promote free research and scientific and artistic
education, provide research-based higher education and educate students to
serve their homeland and humanity. In carrying out their duties, universities
must offer opportunities for continuous learning, interact with the rest of
society and promote the societal impact of research results and artistic
activities. Universities shall organise their operations in such a way as to
ensure a high international standard in research, artistic activities, education
and teaching in accordance with ethical principles and good scientific practice.”

Universities Act, 558/2009, 2 § (28.12.2018/1367)
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https://www.finlex.fi/fi/laki/ajantasa/2009/20090558#a28.12.2018-1367
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The university's operations are based on EXAMPLES OF ACTIVITIES
research. The key task of social interaction is to New knowledge created through basic research
prodauce new knowledge for the benefit of Popular publications and other dissemination of

soclety. When conducting research, the university research, which promotes the application of
works actively with various actors in society knowledge for the development of business or
nationally and internationally. The university also society

takes into account the needs of stakeholders for Research projects in which a research problem is
new information and conducts research in fields defined together with partners

relevant to the development of society. Research Acting as an expert

results are not left to be found in scientific Shared research infrastructures

publications, but they are actively presented in

ways that are(suitable for different target groups.
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One of the University's most significant outputs
of societal interaction is to educate bachelor’s
and masters graduates to reform society and
working life. When planning and implementing
teaching, the needs of society and the necessary
working life skills are taken into account. The
university bears its responsibility for the
employment of students.

EXAMPLES OF ACTIVITIES

Educating bachelor's and master's graduates to
meet the needs of working life

Increasing working life skills through practical
training

Master's thesis assignments

Project courses, where challenges from different
organizations are solved

External lecturers and visits

Feedback from working life is taken into account
in the preparation of curricula
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. UNIVERSITY AS A THOUGHT LEADER
AND SOCIETAL INFLUENCER
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The societal role of the university.and its EXAMPLES OF ACTIVITIES
members includes being an active participant in Influencing as an expert in legislative preparation
public discourse and a proactive contributor to and development projects

the development of society. Decision-makers in Policy briefs

soclety increasingly expect researchers to engage Writing opinion pieces

in closer collaboration and to provide research- Media meetings and appearances

based insights to support decision-making Science communication
Personal meetings with decision-makers and
networks for influencing
Volunteering e.g. foundations
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SUSTAINAB

The University plays an important role in EXAMPLES OF ACTIVITIES
promoting the well-being and competitiveness of In-service training
its area of influence, for example by producing a Development projects

Skilled workforce and building paths from Commissioned research

research to practice. New knowledge, innovations Education export

and a skilled workforce enable the creation of Alumni activities

new companies, the growth of business activities Fundraising

and-ipternationalisation. Commercialisation of research and innovation
Student entrepreneurship
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UNIVERSITY AS A GLOBAL
CHALLENGE SOLVER
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In the spirit of global responsibility, we are
building a sustainable future by generating
understanding to solve both local and global
challenges—ifor the benefit of the entire world.
The university aspires to be a strong global
influencer, and we promote our global
responsibility and sustainable development by
actively participating in international dialogue
and initiatives, as well as in shaping research
programs and policies
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EXAMPLES OF ACTIVITIES

International partnerships

International advocacy work

Strategic projects

Research-based entrepreneurship and innovation
International alumni and fundraising work




SOCIETAL INTERACTION &
UNIVERSITY'S BILDUNG TASK _
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The openness and accessibility of knowledge are EXAMPLES OF ACTIVITIES
essential elements of the university’s public Open University education
engagement activities. The university’s impact Libraries
increases as more people gain access to Studia Generalia -lectures
knowledge that helps them think critically and Think Corner
better understand life and society. Citizens are Museum activities
invited to participate in the creation of science as Yliopisto magazine and science communications
well. The university has an important role as an Popular articles and popularisation of science
advocate for education and in nurturing students Luma and Aino Centres
to act for the benefit of humanity. Science Lectures
education and continuous learning services are a Media appearances
vital part of this educational mission Student activities
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MANAGEMENT OF SOCIETAL
INTERACTION

« The Council for Societal Interaction is the highest committee at the University for managing the activities,
strategic pIanning and implementation of public engagement. Its mission is to strengthen the effectiveness and unity
of the University’'s public engagement activities. The members of the council are vice-deans for public engagement.

- The vice-rector responsible for public engagement serves as the chair of the Council. The activities of the
Council for Societal Interaction are prepared by the Communications and Community Relations sector in close
cooperation with other sectors of University Services.

« At faculties the societal interaction activities are led by the vice-dean for societal interaction together with unit-level
community relations groups, which include members of the faculty staff and specialists from University Services.

« Various committees and advisory boards operate on the University level, and external stakeholders are invited to
join them as needed to support the University in the development of public engagement activities.

« The chancellor is responsible for promoting science, research and the University’s public engagement, as well as
fc:)vedrse_ei_ng the University’s interests and activities. In addition to this, the chancellor oversees the University’s
undraising.
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Faculty deans Faculty vice-deans for public engagement Faculty-level groups for public engagement
- Manage faculty operations - Coordinate the preparation of faculty council - Prepare, plan and implement activities pertaining to
-Decide on public engagement guidelines decisions pertaining to public engagement public engagement to support the vice-dean for public
- Prepare decisions on resources and negotiate them engagement

with the deans

- Manage cooperation and fundraising outside the
faculty in accordance with strategic objectives

Faculty councils

Participate in the preparation of faculty-specific
goals for societal impact and decide on them within

the framework of the University’s strategic plan

Decide annually on the faculty’s implementation
plan, operational objectives, the focus areas for the

development of the staff structure and budget
grounds as well as monitor their implementation

Faculty-level
advisory boards

Advisory
boards

n Sustainability and Responsibility Committee 2
The committee leads the preparation and implementation of the University’s sustainability and responsibility policy. Among other things, the committee draws up long-term objectives to steer the sustainability and responsibility of ;
m University operations during the next strategy period and outlines an operational model and policy for the monitoring and reporting of sustainable and responsible activities. =
x O
= ] - ; k-]
International Affairs Council o @
Is responsible for the overall management of international engagement. Outlines and monitors the University’s international strategic partnerships and collaboration networks. Makes proposals on geographical focus areas for .% E
E international activities and prepares education export guidelines. Promotes the implementation of the University's global responsibility and the management of its international reputation. ()] g
T2
Community Relations Council Research Council Academic Affairs Council 3“5 ©
: The Community Relations Council is the highest committee at the The council discusses business collaboration and innovation activities Prepares the strategic objectives and guidelines pertaining to education S g
University for managing the activities, strategic planning and at the University from the point of view of public engagement. A at the University Monitors and coordinates the performance and quality =%
implementation of societal interaction (public engagement). Its mission is committee for business collaboration and innovation operates of degree programme operations The council handles matters related T E )
to strengthen the impact and coherence of the University’s community under the auspices of the Research Council to prepare guidelines for to, e.g., labour market relations, graduate employment, academic - g 2
relations. The council prepares strategic guidelines, decisions and the University's business collaboration and innovation policy and to outreach and continuous learning in terms of public engagement. e b= n
: development measures for the University’s public engagement activities. monitor the implementation of this policy. "g 'g g 8 'g
m The committee prepares and provides concrete support for the faculty- >0 L -% 32
level implementation of the University's strategic plan in terms of public o =B g 5 2
engagement, monitors the implementation of the strategic plan and the g % 5 T E c
impact of community relations as well as participates in engaging external o 'I"u-a 58
stakeholders and developing public engagement. E LI» = o g
w5 £ E£o
P D= S go
Sector directors =3 B0 g
Z Sector directors at University Services lead the activities, services and partnerships related to public engagement in their respective sectors. University Communications and Community Relations has special responsibility for the _g 8 £ o
overall management of public engagement. o ; i
L Sc|| &
Vice-rector for public engagement Vice-rector for research and innovation Vice-rector for academic affairs Vice-rector for sustainability and responsibility -E 2
In support of the rector, issues general guidelines In support of the rector, issues guidelines for activities In support of the rector, issues guidelines for activities In support of the rector, issues guidelines for s E
m for public engagement, partnerships and related to business collaboration and innovation related to relations between students and employers, activities related to sustainability and responsibility @ =
stakeholder collaboration as well as international continuous learning and academic outreach ==
w activities S 3
(27
< Chancellor o5
Rector Promotes science and scholarship and the 2%
z Decides on the University’s general guidelines pertaining to public engagement Decides on the use of the University’s resources. Manages the University's public engagement University's community relations, as well as 22
in accordance with the objectives of the University's strategic plan oversees the University's interests and activities. =3
< Is responsible for the University’s fundraising g
University Board <
E Decides on key operational and financial objectives, the University’s strategic plan and the principles of operations management. Is responsible for agreements of key
importance
HELSINGIN YLIOPISTO
HELSINGFORS UNIVERSITET
UNIVERSITY OF HELSINKI 10.10.2025 12



GUIDING
POLICIES

UNIVERSITY'S STRATEGY 2023

« Strategic Communication &
impact plan

- Sustainability &
responsibility plan

- Partnership management
model

- Innovation roadmap
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MANAGEMENT
OF STRATEGIC

SOCIATAL
ENGAGMENT
OBJECTIVES

SOCIETAL
INTERACTION

IMPACT OF
RESEARCH &

TEACHING

SOCIETAL
INTERACTION
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QUALITY
SYSTEM OF
SOCIETAL
INTERACTION
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Plan

plan

Guidelines by the Council for Societal
Interaction

implementation plans: University, faculties,
independent institutes and University
Services

Communications and Community Relations:

communications, alumni activities,
fundraising, engagement with decision-
makers and lobbying, etc.

activities
Planning of business collaboration and
partnerships

Do

e Communications and the management of

community relations

The Council for Societal Interaction

promotes University and unit guidelines with

the support of Communications and
Community Relations

Partnership and business collaboration as
part of leadership duties

Alumni and stakeholder operations at
University Services and faculties

Fundraising and donor relations

A programme dedicated to sustainability
and impact

Engagement with decision-makers and
lobbying

Communications and Community Relations
services (including media communications,
marketing)

Act

e The Council for Societal Interaction
promotes public engagement efforts

¢ The Board of the University discusses the

of service development at the University

¢ Public engagement as part of development
discussions and job descriptions

Check

Monitoring the implementation of the
strategic plan, annual reviews (on the public
helsinki.fi website)

Strategic indicators are monitored with the
Rapo system

Realisation of implementation plans is
assessed with the Suunta system
University rankings (e.g., THE Impact
Ranking, World 100 Reputation; on the
public helsinki.fi website)

Reputation survey (upcoming)

Career tracking (on the public helsinki.fi
website)

Research assessment

Monitoring and feedback: student feedback,

career tracking and University Services
feedback

Monitoring carried out by Communications
and Community Relations (Flamma
workgroup area, in Finnish only)
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THE FAR-REACHING SOCIETAL AND

HELSINGIN YLIOPISTO

FINANCIAL IMPACT OF THE UNIVERSITY OF HELSINKI

LONG-TERM AND DIVERSE AND HIGH-QUALITY EDUCATIONAL OFFERINGS

PREDICTABLE FUNDING
ENGENDERS STABILITY

Turnover €770 million per year

Every year:

3 000 master’'s and 460 doctoral graduates, of whom
about 95% find employment, while 85% are satisfied
with their degree in terms of their career.”

In Finland, we train,
among other things

22% of early childhood
educationand class teachers

22% of doctors and dentists
46% of legal experts

47% of bachelor's and master’s
degree holders in pharmacy

A total of over 180,000 students completing MOOCs. 100% of veterinarians

Share of university funding
awarded by the Ministry of
Education and Culture, 25%

Education reaches over 90,000 people.
About 31,000 degree students, 59,000 students
completing open university courses, continuing

60% of operations funded with education and studies that supplement degrees.

core funding from the Ministry of
Education and Culture.

Competitive research funding '
Over €240 million per year, of
which 24% is international

INTERNATIONAL TOP-LEVEL RESEARCH

Over 12,000 publications per year, of which about 73%
refereed, 43% completed through international cooperation

TOP 100

UNIVERSITY

The University’s investment assets
have generated a return of 11,6%
per year on average (2019-2023).

Coordinating 11 of the 23 Centres of Excellence of
the Academy of Finland

8 research stations
and farms from
Kilpisjarvi to Kenya

Income from donated funds is used
to fund over 100 endowed
professorships

Participating in 7 of the 14 Academy of Finland Flagships

Over 30% of Academy of Finland funding to the
University of HelsinKi

53%
of disciplines are

15 researchers from
Finland on the Highly
Cited Researchers list,
more than half from the
University of Helsinki.

Roughly 50% of the EU project funding awarded to Finland
by the European Research Council has been awarded to
the University of Helsinki.

in the TOP 100 of
discipline-specific
rankings

* Career monitoring survey 2022
November 2023

A SOCIETAL EDUCATOR AND
DRIVER OF SUSTAINABLE GROWTH

Commercialisation of research:

Over 100 invention disclosures annually,

with about 50 patent families overall

Over 25 research-based startups = Over €400 million
in value generated, over 250 jobs

Overall incubator operations:

About 65 new businesses, 400 teams

Over 700 recipients of entrepreneurship coaching,
140 voluntary mentors

Helsinki University Hospital (HUS) produces
1-2 research-based clinical innovations every week,
over 700 in over 10 years

Value of business collaboration close to €26 million (2023)
Over 50,000 alums in about 85 countries

Researchers as supporters of law drafting and active
contributors to public discussion: Approx. 24,000
international and 14,000 domestic media hits per year
NB!
» Responsibility for the operations of the National Library of
Finland and the Finnish Museum of Natural History
» Veterinary Teaching Hospital open at all hours, as part of
education and research
* University Pharmacy manufactures rare drugs.
Pharmacy returns are used for education and research.
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